NEWS FROM THE PEWS
The Monthly Newsletter of St. John UMC

April 2019
Our Lenten Journey moves us through a progression of the life events of Jesus. We have been traveling with Jesus to Jerusalem; we
have been pausing along the way, looking, and listening. We are invited to live and to love, to be thankful, and to take action.
These are the words I have been emphasizing during this season as preparation for Easter. I hope that you have been practicing
these things and responding to the invitation to pray, to study, and to give as part of our spiritual discipline.
Spring brings with it flowers (and pollen) but it brings renewal and rebirth. I planted some flowers on my back porch last year, and
many of them are coming back. It seems like a miracle when I realize how much I don’t do to help them live, but life returns.

Easter means so much to our faith it is difficult to put into words, but because of Jesus’ resurrection we no longer have to live in our
sin and be chained to it. We no longer have to be defeated by death. We can know that God does love us and forgives us and that
the Creator of the Universe has made a way for us to live eternally. This all helps us to live today more fully!
Easter is at the heart of the Christian faith. It is the highest of Holy days, a miracle and a mystery. On Easter Sunday we will have
already moved through the anguish of Jesus’ arrest, torture, and execution. We will have hopefully looked closely at the cross and
seen the intention of God to love us.
Easter is April 21 and I hope that you will use this as an opportunity to invite family, friends, neighbors, and associates to church.
Invite a new friend, invite a stranger or someone you just met. People will respond to your invitation. Ask them expecting they will
come. Really mean it. Tell them you will pick them up and sit with them. Remind them the night before. People need to know people want to know - this great message of God’s redeeming, transforming love. The relationship
that you have with them is vital; it is a conduit to communicate God’s love. Invest in them and you
will be blessed.
Finally, I want to ask you to pray for me as I prepare sermons for the season, but especially the
Easter message. I am mindful that there will be a few who will be present that have not accepted
the reality of the gospel. They are here out of respect for family, or it’s just what they do on
Easter. I want us to pray as a congregation for all those who have no faith, those who have doubt,
for all those who need a boost in their faith, and for all those who have need to be reborn.
Blessings to you this season of rebirth.
Jody

Easter Lilies
Please contact Paula Matson at
paulacmatson@gmail.com if you would like to
remember or honor a loved one with any of the church
decorations for Easter.
Easter Lily forms are also available at the church or
online, and are due by
April 11.
The flowers may be picked up
following the Easter service, or
on Holy Thursday, April 18,
between 9am and 3pm at the
church office.
Proceeds benefit our Altar Guild Ministry.

UMW (United Methodist Women) will meet at the
home of Laverne Garrard on Monday, April 15 at 7:00
p.m. The UMW Towers circle will meet Thursday,
April 11 at 2:00 pm in the private dining room of St.
John Towers.

A local artist, Panny Force, has painted a beautiful
rendering of our church and is offering for sale 6x8,
8x10, or 11x14 matted giclee prints, as well as packs
of greeting cards. Samples are displayed in the church
Fellowship Hall along with order forms.

Many readers are needed for our
Service of Tenebrae on Good Friday,
April 19. Please see Jeff Pullium if
you are interested.

UMM (United Methodist Men) will not be meeting
this month.
UMM SCHOLARSHIP
Applications are being accepted for
the 2019 Vivien Stoppelbein
Memorial Scholarship sponsored by
the United Methodist Men. Open to a
regularly attending church, choir, or
youth member who is a high school graduate and is in
enrolled, or has been accepted for enrollment, in a
university, college, technical school, or seminary,
and who has not been awarded the scholarship more
than once previously.
Download application from the website or pick up at
church. Deliver to the church by May 1 or email a .pdf

CURRENT NEEDS
Closet - Volunteers on Tuesdays and
Saturdays
� Wesley Foundation - Drivers on Monday nights
� Office Helpers - Monday-Thursday
� Sound Techs, Donut Bringers, and Offering
Counters - Sundays. Contact Nichole
� Clothes

Our ministry is to keep families together. We keep
children from being taken away from their parents and
keep the family intact. In 2018 we served 290 families and
569 children. Through generous contributions we
provided $42,363.12 to families in need. Much of the
money expended went for rent to prevent homelessness,
and prevent power, water and gas services from being
interrupted. We also provided food for the hungry.
All services are provided through volunteers who give of
their time to ensure the clients we serve are truly in need.
Every dollar received goes directly into the hands of
those in need.
St. James United Methodist Church
439 Greene Street
Augusta, Georgia 30909

For more information, visit us online at

www.StJohnAugusta.org

This Month in Worship
April 7, 2019
Extravagant Love
Sermon Scripture: John 12:1-8
Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126 (UMH847);
Philippians 3:4b-14
Palm Sunday, April 14, 2019
Politics Can Kill
Sermon Scripture: Luke 19:28-40
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 (UMH839);
Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16 (UMH764);
Philippians 2:5-11
Holy Thursday, April 18, 2019
Doing the Gospel
Sermon Scripture: John 13:1-17,31b-35
Exodus 12:1-4 (5-10) 11-14;
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 (UMH116)
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
A Service of Tenebrae for Good Friday
April 19, 2019
Scriptures: John 18:1-19:42
Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Psalm 22 (UMH752)
Hebrews 10:16-25
Easter Sunday, 11am Service Only
April 21, 2019
An Encounter With Christ
Sermon Scripture: John 20:1-18 [Luke 24:1-12]
Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (UMH839)
1 Corinthians 15:19-26
New Life Sunday, April 28, 2019
Easter Continues
Sermon Scripture: John 20:19-31
Acts 5:27-32; Psalm 150 (UMH862)
Revelation 1:4-8
HONORARIUMS AND MEMORIALS
Clark’s Hill:
In honor of Curt Strickland’s birthday by
Frances Altizer
Budget:
In memory of Charles Stewart, Jr.; Tom Cain;
and Arlie Presnell and Michael Moehrke, the
grandfather and uncle of Eric Presnell, by
Joan & Charles Piercy
Bless This House:
In memory of Roselle Burt by Don & Dorothy
Beck; Curt & Patty Strickland; Philip & Sue
Heath; and Rockbrook HOA

Vacation Bible School will be
June 24-27, 2019!
Students ages 3 to Adult are invited
to St. John to learn more about
loving God and neighbor. We will
have a church-wide mission day on
Saturday, June 29!
Registration is online beginning April 1! (No foolin’!)
We encourage high school students in grades 10-12 to sign up as a student in the
Adult class or on the volunteer form as a helper.
A volunteer meeting will be held after 11am worship on Sunday, April 28 in the
Fellowship Hall for all those interested.

MAY DAY MISSION FAIR
On Wednesday, May 1, we will have our last
supper for the season, and our program will
be an intergenerational carnival to raise
money for missions: local, national, and
international.
You can support this fair in many ways:
 Bake an item for the Bake Sale! Deliver to church
by Tuesday, April 30.
 Sell hand-made or crafty items, splitting the profits with missions.
 Help monitor a game or information booth.
 Set up or decorate.
Contact Nichole to sign up. We will have sandwiches and salads. Our
youth are excited about heading up this project. Show your support!
A Big

Thank You for your response to do something

EXTRAORDINARY. You received a letter a few weeks ago from
our Finance and Stewardship Chairs challenging you to increase
your 2019 pledge. The response has been fantastic. Our goal was to
raise an extra $35,000 by Easter and have additional pledges of
$35,000 for the remainder of the year. This increase would close
the gap on our expected needs and enhance our ministry.
To date we have received $20,000 towards the first goal and
additional pledges for $43,000. If you have not accepted the
challenge, please prayerfully consider your response. We are excited
about making a difference in the lives of people for the sake of
Christ.

In Our Prayers
Don Beck, Woody Wolfe, Barbara Troxell,
Bob & Sally Fisher, Leonard Brubaker, Paul
Ottinger, Curt & Patty Strickland, Monika
Hoglund, Jencie and Phil Hargrove, Tim and
Carolyn Maund, Joe Martin, Evelyn Polk, and
our military at home and abroad.

Wednesday Night Programs
in March

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MENU
Join us for supper and fellowship each Wednesday night.

5:00 pm Children’s Choirs

April 3
BBQ Pork/Chicken
Potato Salad
Green Beans
Cole Slaw
Brownies
Milk, Tea, and Coffee

6:30pm 4/3 - Adults: Fellowship Hall
Lent Study - The Jesus Challenge,
week 3
United Methodist Youth Fellowship
(UMYF) (6th - 12th grade), Rm. 214
M & M Club (Methodists & Missions)
(Pre-K - 5th Grade), Rm. 109
4/10 - No program - Masters Week
4/17 - No program
4/18 - Holy Thursday Service, Sanctuary
4/24 - Junior Choir Awards, Sanctuary
5/1 - May Day Mission Fair, FH
Nursery provided, ages 0-5. 5pm-9pm
St. John extends sympathy to the family of Roselle
Burt who passed away March 5, 2019.

April 10
No supper
April 17
No supper

April 18 - Thursday
Turkey
Dressing
Sweet Potatoes
Cranberry Sauce
Rolls
Dessert
Milk, Tea and Coffee
April 24
Fried Chicken
Creamed Potatoes
Vegetables
Tossed Salad
Rolls
Mixed Dessert
Milk, Tea, and Coffee

May Day Mission Fair May 1 : Sandwiches, Salads, Desserts
Cost: Adults: $7; Youth (7-12) $3; Children (3-6) $1; Children under 3
are free. For a new reservation, call the church office at 706-724-9641
by 12:00 p.m. on the Tuesday before. You may also fill out a supper
reservation form online under the programs tab.
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