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October may be my favorite month of the year. There is something special about the fall. The leaves change and a new breeze
begins to blow.
I am thankful and excited about this time of the year and I hope you are. During worship on October 27 we will have our annual
Commitment Sunday. I pray that this will be a time of spiritual renewal. Start this season by praying and by being thankful. Look
for the things within the church for which you are excited. Give thanks.
I want to ask you a deeply spiritual question: “Do you want to grow spiritually?” It almost sounds like a trick question but it is not.
Jesus summed up our spiritual connection to God by saying, “where your treasure is there your heart is also.” Jesus knew, as we
do, that we can very easily become too attached emotionally to our possessions. What stewardship education can do is to help us
escape the trap of selfishness by keeping ourselves emotionally focused on God.

In order for each of us to grow spiritually, I want us to decide what
percentage of our income we will give to God in 2020. Yes, some people do

a tithe, which is the biblical standard of 10%, but many people do not tithe.
They become overwhelmed and determine that it is impossible or impractical.
When this happens, their giving becomes haphazard and unfulfilling. This
stewardship season determine what your income is expected to be in 2020,
determine a percent that you will give, and then stick to it throughout the year.
You decide what percent it might be: 2%, 3%, 5% or even 10%. But decide in
advance. This exercise will help you in your handling of your money. It will help
you feel good about your giving, and it will teach you discipleship. Financial
stewardship helps us to overcome the temptation to break the First
Commandment which says to not put any false idols ahead of God.
Our theme for this year’s Stewardship campaign is 20/20 A Vision for the Future. Pray that we together can envision a Church
that reaches out in love to everyone in this community: young and old, black and white, rich and poor.
Prayer: Help us, Lord, to see the needs of others. Help us, Lord, to share the message of your love in larger ways. Help us, Lord, to see the

need, not just in the community alone, but our spiritual need to learn and to grow in our giving. Help us to feel good about our commitment
and help us to discover more joy in our giving. Help us to consider what percentage we will give in 2020. Amen.
Blessings,
Jody

It's time for our annual
October Warm Clothing Drive!
Spread the warmth this year by donating
items for our clothes closet. We can use
clean, gently worn, or new: coats, jackets,
sweaters, hats, and gloves for all sizes.
Clean blankets and sleeping bags in good
condition are also accepted. Socks,
underwear, sturdy shoes, and men's belts
are always needed, too. Donated items
may be placed on the coat rack outside
the office or in the boxes underneath
through October 30th. You may also
deliver items directly to the clothes
closet, 432 8th St, Tuesdays, 10am-1pm.
FALL MISSION FAIR
On Wednesday, October 30
we will have an intergenerational carnival to raise
money for missions: local, national, and international.
Representatives from many organizations will have
games! You can support this fair in many ways:
 Attend!
 Bake an item for the Bake Sale. Deliver to church
by Tuesday, October 29.
 Sell hand-made or crafty items, splitting the profits
with missions.
 Help monitor a game or information booth.
 Set up or decorate.
Contact Nichole soon to sign up.
Show your support! See you there!

Mission Corner
There are many ways to grow in
your faith through service. During
worship the Second Sunday of every
month, we highlight various ways
we serve our church, community,
and world.
Contact Missions Chair, Jane
Baldridge, or Program Director,
Nichole Kuehl, to learn how you
can use your gifts and time for the
work of the Kingdom of God.

Come to the Table
Congregational Community Dinners

Fall 2019
Hosted by the St. John Choir
Gather together with a small group of members of our
St. John family for a meal at the home of one of our choir
members. We believe making connections and breaking bread
together can make our community of faith stronger in our
support, love, and understanding of one another.
Won’t you join us?
You will sign up for a date and time that fits your schedule,
and later find out who will be your host!
Sign up Wednesday nights or Sunday mornings,
or contact Beth Dixon for more information.

M&M Club update: Our theme for
October is Ending Child Poverty. Kids
are encouraged to bring a friend!

From our Spark Retreat in September
at Camp Glisson.

Our Lake property is beautiful in the fall! All members are
allowed a key to the property, but reservations for camping or
lodge use must be made through the office. Find the lake use
guidelines at stjohnaugusta.org/programs

This Month in Worship
October 6, 2019
How Do We Get More Faith?
Sermon Scripture: Luke 17:5-10
Lamentations 1:1-6; Psalm 137 (UMH852);
2 Timothy 1:1-14
October 13, 2019
The Thankful Foreigner
Sermon Scripture: Luke 17:11-19
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7; Psalm 66:1-12,
2 Timothy 2:8-15
October 20, 2019
Praying with Perseverance
Sermon Scripture: Luke 18:1-8;
Jeremiah 31:27-34; Psalm 119:97-104 (UMH840);
2 Timothy 3:14-4:5
October 27, 2019
Giving in Humility
Sermon Scripture: Luke 19:9-14
Joel 2:23-32; Psalm 65 (UMH789);
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
HONORARIUMS AND MEMORIALS
Budget:
In honor of Patty Strickland’s birthday, by Frances
Altizer
In memory of Elliott Evans, by Carol & Bill
McGahee
Bless This House:
In memory of Charlene Helms, by Jeanne &
Lansing Lee
Music Memorials:
In memory of Alec Lansing Lee by Paul &
Corinthia Greenway

Traveling prayers for our
youth on retreat October 4-6
and our choir on retreat
October 11-13.

Sincere condolences to the families of


Mamie Johnson, who passed away August 25, 2019.
 Annie Blankenship, who passed away August 28, 2019.
 Hildred Allard, who passed away September 1, 2019.

Concerts with aCause

presents

ViMaDeAn Duo
ASO concertmaster, violinist Anastasia Petrunina, performs with
percussionist (and husband) Denis Petrunin.

November 3, 2019 3:00 pm
The Cause:
Downtown Cooperative Church Ministries
Free to the public. Nursery provided.
UMW (United Methodist Women) will meet at the home of
Mary Ottinger on Monday, October 14 at 7:00 p.m. The
UMW Towers circle will meet Thursday, October 10 at 2
p.m. in the private dining room of St. John Towers. We
welcome all ladies of the church to attend for bible study,
fellowship, and service.
UMM (United Methodist Men) will meet Tuesday,
October 8 at 7 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall with dinner before
at 6:30 p.m. Nicole Muns and college students from the
Foundry will speak. Please call the church office, 706-7249641, with dinner reservations.
The Ladies’ Literature and Laughter Book Club
will meet at 6:30 pm on Tuesday, November 12 at the home of
Sally and Bob Fisher. Please notify Sally whether or not you
will attend. We will discuss the book Ordinary Grace by William
Kent Krueger. We welcome you to join us.

In Our Prayers
Buffy Conklin, Chuck Moon, Trish
Patchen, Bob Zeyfang, Bob Claussen,
Woody Wolfe, Bob & Sally Fisher,
Margaret & Leonard Brubaker, Paul
Ottinger, Curt & Patty Strickland, and our
military at home and abroad.

For more information, visit us online at www.StJohnAugusta.org

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MENU
Wednesday Night Programs
in October

Join us for supper and fellowship each Wednesday night.
October 2
Beef Stroganoff/Chicken
Pasta
Broccoli Casserole
Carrot Salad
French Bread
Lemon Cake
Milk, Tea, and Coffee

October 23
Lasagna/Chicken
Mixed Vegetables
Corn on the Cob
Tossed Salad
French Bread
Mixed Dessert
Milk, Tea, and Coffee

Nursery provided, ages 0-5. 5pm-9pm

October 9
Soup
Salad
Sandwiches
Dessert
Milk, Tea, and Coffee

Supper Cost: Adults: $7; Youth (7-12) $3; Children (3-6)
$1; Children under 3 are free. For a new reservation, call
the church office at 706-724-9641 by 12:00 p.m. on the
Tuesday before. You may also fill out a supper
reservation form online under the programs tab.

October 16
Chicken Tetrazzini
Peas & Carrots
Okra and Tomatoes
Tossed Salad
Rolls
Apple Cake
Milk, Tea, and Coffee

October 30
Baked Chicken
Roasted Potatoes
Hot Dogs
Tater Tots
Green Vegetable
Fruit Salad
Rolls
Ice Cream
Milk, Tea, and Coffee

10/2 - 10/23 Adults: Faith & Film: The Mission
Children and Youth: M&M - “Ending Child Poverty”
10/30 Adults, Children, and Youth: Mission Fair
Several agencies we support will be here to hand out
information and run the game booths!
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