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…and wonders of his love.
There is something very wonderful about the season of Advent and Christmas: it is filled with anticipation, joy and awe. Even
as a child we remember the excitement in seeing a wrapped present with our name on it under the tree. The anticipation was
almost unbearable . Wouldn’t it be great if our childhood excitement and anticipation could return to us this year as we await
the coming of Christ?
Advent, the season prior to Christmas, is about anticipation and waiting. It is a time to sit in darkness during the darkest days
of the year. This is the season of wonder, of mystery, of light and darkness, of love and laughter, of food and fellowship. But
it is also a season that God calls us to consider the wonders of His love.
This season we will be offering devotional lessons and sermons around the theme of wonder. Specifically the phrase …and
wonders of his love from the Isaac Watts’s poem “Joy to the World” written 300 years ago in 1719. Interesting that this
Christmas carol was inspired as Watts was studying Psalm 98; there is no reference to Jesus’ birth but only a phrase inferring
God’s presence. It is a hymn for all seasons, but we generally sing it only at Christmas.
I hope that you will take the time to consider, to ponder, yes even to marvel, this season at the

…wonders of his love, And wonders of his love,
And wonders, wonders of his love.
May this be a time of celebrating the awesome, mysterious wonder of God’s love.
Blessings,
Jody

New Secretary
Jennie Cowart is our new church secretary.
She has a BA in Psychology and an M.Ed. in
Counselor Education. She has experience in
program coordination and administrative
assistant roles. She is a member of Trinity on
the Hill UMC and is married with two cats!

Christmas Love Offering

“The Staff-Parish Relations Committee
would like to offer our congregation an
opportunity to express appreciation to the
church staff with a love offering this
Christmas. We are fortunate to have a
wonderful staff and they provide excellent
service for our St. John family. Please
place your check or envelope marked
'Staff Christmas Offering' in the offering
plate on December 1, 8, 15 or 22. You
can also mail it to the church, if you
prefer. Thank you, in advance, for your
gift.”
Sandy Hobbs, Chair, SPRC

Christmas Eve Concert
and Lessons and Carols

Tuesday, December 24 ♫ 10:30 p.m.
The Saint John Choirs and Orchestra
Doors open at 9:45 p.m.

On Saturday, January 25, 2020 we will have our leadership
kickoff workshop entitled IGNITE. Ignite has been selected
as our word for 2020. The Rev. Stephen
Soulen will be here to lead us in a session
about hospitality, relational growth, and
Order a Poinsettia from St. John to
living out our faith. Stephen is a longtime
honor or remember a loved one this
friend and has had several years’
Christmas as decoration for services on
experience working in the area of
Dec. 24th! Then you may take it home.
Or you may order them for pick up Dec. relational evangelism. He currently is the
pastor at Sharp Memorial UMC located
18th or 19th. Pick up a Poinsettia order
form at the church or download it online. on Young Harris college campus. All of our 2020 church
$15. Orders due Dec 11th. To pay online, visit our
council leaders are encouraged to attend. Please save the date
SecureGive site through the ‘Donate now’ button on the on your Calendar 1/25/20 9:00-1:00pm, with lunch
website, and choose "Make a Payment.” Proceeds benefit the
provided. More details coming soon.
Altar Guild ministry at St. John.
A love offering will be taken for Heritage Academy.
Nursery provided.
Handicap access through Telfair St. entrance.

As with all churches and non-profits, we depend on a strong end of the year giving. November and December are
always our biggest giving months. With four weeks left in the year we need approximately $88,400 to meet our
operating budget goals. Our monthly needs run about $52,000. We are current on all our bills but we are behind three
months of our Conference apportionments. Please give as early as possible so that your Pastors and Finances
committee can have a relaxing Christmas. You can give at church this Sunday or any Sunday leading up to year’s end or
mail in a special end of the year check. You can also give on line at https://stjohnaugusta.org/contact-us/giving/.

Thank you for giving to the work of Christ.

This Month in Worship
December 1, 2019
The Wonder of What is Yet to Come
Sermon Scripture: Matthew 24:36-44
Isaiah 2:1-5, Psalm 122 (UMH845)
Romans 13:11-14
December 8, 2019
The Wonder of What God is Doing
Sermon Scripture: Matthew 3:1-12
Isaiah 11:1-10, Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 (UMH795),
Romans 15:4-13
December 15, 2019
The Wonder of Recognizing the Messiah
Sermon Scripture: Matthew 11:2-11
Isaiah 35:1-10, Luke 1:47-55
James 5:7-10

Handel’s Messiah
Presented by the Augusta University Singers
and Chamber Orchestra
7:30 pm
Monday, December 2, 2019
St. John UMC Sanctuary
Admission is free
Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols at Sacred Heart

December 22, 2019
The Wonder of Interruptions
Sermon Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25
Isaiah 7:10-16, Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (UMH801)
Romans 1:1-7
December 29, 2019
Combined worship at 11am
Rev. Lindsey Solomon
A Family of Immigrants
Sermon Scripture: Matthew 2:13-23,
Isaiah 63:7-9, Psalm 148 (UMH861),
Hebrews 2:10-18
HONORARIUMS AND MEMORIALS
Budget:
In honor of Patty Strickland’s birthday by Frances
Altizer.
In memory of Eliot Evans by Carol and Bill
McGahee.
In memory of Hugh and Flossie Mobley by Pat
Mobley Barker.
Endowment:
In memory of Liz Edwards by Nesbit and Ann
Dasher.
Music Memorials:
In memory of Hildred Allard by St. John Choir.
In memory of Alec Lansing Lee by Paul and
Corinthia Greenway.
UMW (United Methodist Women) will meet at the
home of Georgia Vesely on Monday, Dec. 9 at 6:30
p.m. for our Christmas party. The UMW Towers
circle will meet Thursday, Dec. 12 at 2 p.m. in the
private dining room of St. John Towers.

Our St. John choir will perform with the Davidson Chorale
at Sacred Heart on Tuesday, December 3rd at 7:30pm.
Tickets: $20 Please call for admission tickets and
information 706-826-4700. Do not call St. John for tickets.

REMEMBER...According to IRS regulations all 2019
contributions — including stock — MUST be made on or
before Monday, December 31. Please understand our
obligation to adhere strictly to IRS regulations with no
exceptions. Contributions made by mail must be received no
later than December 31 and postmarked accordingly.

In Our Prayers
Eve Richardson, Buffy Conklin, Chuck
Moon, Trish Patchen, Bob Zeyfang, Bob
Claussen, Woody Wolfe, Bob & Sally
Fisher, Margaret & Leonard Brubaker,
Paul Ottinger, Curt & Patty Strickland,
and our military at home and abroad.
For more information, visit us online at
www.StJohnAugusta.org

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MENU

Wednesday Night Programs
in December

Join us for supper and fellowship each Wednesday night.

12/4

Program for all ages: “Wonders of His Love”
- Decorating the Fellowship Hall tree and
singing carols
12/11 Adults: Sharing Christmas Stories
Children, and Youth: M&M - Christmas
Caroling
12/18 Program for all ages: Birthday Party for Jesus:
Our nativity play presented by the children’s
choirs in the Choir Room
12/25 No programs. Merry Christmas!
Nursery provided, ages 0-5. 5pm-9pm

Reminder:
Church offices will be closed Dec 24-25 and Jan 1.
Also, no Wednesday night programs, supper, or
choirs on Jan 1.
M&M Club stands for Methodists in
Mission. Every Wednesday night, our
kids and youth gather to learn about
new ways to show our love for God
and our neighbors.
CLERGY AND STAFF OF ST. JOHN UMC
Phone: (706) 724-9641

Rev. Dr. Jody Alderman, Senior Pastor
Ext. 13 jalderman@stjohnaugusta.org
Rev. Lindsey Solomon, Associate Pastor
Ext. 15 lsolomon@stjohnaugusta.org
Jamie Council Garvey,
Organist/Director of Music
Ext. 14 jcgarvey@stjohnaugusta.org
Nichole Kuehl, Program Director
Ext. 16 ntkuehl@stjohnaugusta.org
Jennie Cowart, Church Secretary
Ext. 11 secretary@stjohnaugusta.org
Vanessa Mozingo, Financial Secretary
Ext. 12 vmozingo@stjohnaugusta.org
Tim James, Building Manager
Ext. 17 tjames@stjohnaugusta.org
Etelka Mayo, Church Cook/Hostess
Ext. 18
Brandon Germany, Custodian

December 4
Pork chops/Chicken
Macaroni and Cheese
Cabbage
Salad plate
Corn Bread
Peach Cobbler
Milk, Tea, and Coffee
December 11
Beef stew/Chicken
Roasted Vegetables
Rice
Tossed Salad
Assorted Cakes
Rolls
Milk, Tea, and Coffee

December 18
Chicken Pot Pie
Peas and Carrots
Roasted Potatoes
Fruit Salad
Pies
Milk, Tea, and Coffee
December 25
No supper

Supper Cost: Adults: $7; Youth (7-12) $3; Children (3-6) $1; Children
under 3 are free. For a new reservation, call the church office at 706724-9641 by 12:00 p.m. on the Tuesday before. You may also fill out a
supper reservation form online under the programs tab.

Here is an easy way to contribute to St. John
while shopping with Amazon. To get set up all
you have to do is go to www.smile.amazon.com.
This first visit you will choose St John United
Methodist Church in Augusta in the "search
organizations" field (no period after St). Now you can shop like
normal. Nothing else changes on your end, but we get .5% of
your purchase price. Then be sure to always go to the new link
www.smile.amazon.com and not just amazon.com.

Need Christmas Gifts?
A selection of St. John items are on display

in the Fellowship Hall that would make wonderful gifts
for your friends and family.
A love offering is greatly appreciated.
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