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April Showers bring May flowers. What do May flowers bring? Wait for it… Pilgrims.
Why tell a new joke when an old joke will do? There is something about “sameness” and consistency
that we love. But as Bob Dylan sang long ago, “the times they are a changing.” Many of you have already
heard that Debye and I will both be retiring at the end of June 2021, and that Rev. Lindsey Solomon will
be taking a full time appointment at another church. Certainly 2020/2021 was a time of change and
challenge, but God is good and God provides.
Let me say I am very excited about St. John church and its future. I am thrilled that we now are having in
-person worship and new visitors. Hope
to see you soon. We continue to pray for the pandemic to subside and some normalcy to come back
into our lives. For now, when you do come, please wear your masks and continue to social distance.
I am excited that as we come out of this pandemic, we come out with great hope and high expectations.
Your identity as a loving and inclusive congregation has been noted by the community and will continue
to make an impact for years to come. I am excited about your new pastor whose first Sunday in the
pulpit will be July 11, 2021. Matt Nelson is a great guy and you will
love his wife, Anne, and their children, Caleb and Sarah. As you
might imagine, these are emotional times for all of us. Please pray for
us and your new pastoral family.
Know that I have always been proud to be your pastor and hold you
in my heart. Thank you for your encouragement and support during
the past 5 years. It has been a blessing and an honor.
You are a gift from God,
Jody
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Reverend Matt Nelson
New Pastoral Appointment
to St. John UMC beginning July 5th
“Connect, Grow,
Serve” is Matt’s
ministry mantra.
More broadly
expressed, his
passion is to help
people connect with
God and one
another, grow in
their faith, and
serve the world.
Matt grew up in Augusta and graduated from
Georgia Southern University (BS, Construction
Management, 1997). After college, Matt began
worshipping at a United Methodist Church and
was drawn to the church’s doctrine, theology,
and practice. In that setting, he felt a call to
ordained ministry. While attending Duke
Divinity School (M.Div., 2005) Matt served as a
youth minister (Davis Street UMC, Burlington,
NC) and, later, as a student pastor (City Road
UMC, Henderson, NC).
In the North Georgia Conference, Matt has
served Aldersgate UMC (Associate, Augusta,
2004-2006), Asbury UMC (Pastor in Charge,
Augusta, 2006-2010), Inman Park UMC (Pastor
in Charge, Atlanta, 2010-2015), Peachtree Road
UMC (Associate, Atlanta, 2015-2017), and most
recently, Hickory Flat UMC (Pastor in Charge,
Canton, 2017-2021).
Matt and his wife, Anne, have two children,
Caleb (16) and Sarah (13). Matt’s hobbies
include watching the Duke Blue Devils shoot
hoops, playing golf (as often as possible), and
brewing beer at home.

We welcome people of all ages. Parents are requested to
stay and participate either in the Adult class or as volunteers;
this is not a drop-off event. Youth have the option of
volunteering or attending the adult class. Families have the
option of bringing a tent and camping out. For your safety
and the safety of others, appropriate Covid-19 guidelines will
be kept. The entire VBS will be held outdoors.

Ladies of all ages are invited for an outdoor event on
Saturday, May 15 at 3:00 pm in our church courtyard. We will
have fellowship, special music, cold drinks, tea snacks, and
door prizes. Tickets are $5 and available at the church office,
706-724-9641, or ntkuehl@stjohnaugusta.org.
Financial assistance available.

REOPENING UPDATE Phase 2

Beginning May 2, 2021

The main changes are that our vaccinated choir returns to the choir loft,
Elementary children and youth will meet in Room 109 for Sunday School
while Adults will meet in the Fellowship Hall for a lectionary-based study,
and Nursery is available for worship and Sunday school, 10am-12pm.
All current state, federal, and CDC guidelines will still be followed in the church building and at the lake property.
Updates/changes will be communicated to the congregation. Please continue to reserve your space each Sunday.

View our detailed guidelines at StJohnAugusta.org/reopening-updates

This Month in Worship

HONORARIUMS AND MEMORIALS

11am In-Person and Online:

APRIL 2021

May 2, 2021
Crossing the Border
Scripture: John 15:1-8
Acts 8:26-40, Psalm 22:25-31, 1 John 4:7-21

General Budget:
In honor of Dorothy Beck’s 95th Birthday by Jeanne Lee

May 9, 2021 Mother’s Day
The Things to Remember
Scripture: John 15:9-7
Acts 10:44-48, Psalm 98, 1 John 5:1-6
May 16, 2021
Jesus Pray for Us
Scripture: John 17:6-9
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26, Psalm 1, 1 John 5:9-13
May 23, 2021
Wind of God
Scripture: John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15
Acts 2:1-21, Psalm 104:24-34, 35b, Romans 8:22-27
May 30, 2021
Trinity
Scripture: John 3:1-17
Isaiah 6:1-8, Psalm 29, Romans 8:12-17

Mark your calendars for June 20, 2021
We invite you to a retirement reception /
luncheon after 11am worship service. We will
honor Rev. Jody Alderman as he moves into
retirement after this last Sunday in the pulpit and
and honor our long-term hostess Etelka Mayo,
who retired last May. We will also bid Rev.
Lindsey Solomon and her family farewell as she
moves into an appointment at Wesley UMC.
More details to come.

Beautiful weather means people are asking about our
lake property. Workday will be Saturday May 8 to
fully prepare the property for the summer season, but
members are welcome to go any time. Members may
pick up a gate key/restroom key for personal use from
the church office. Please review the guidelines for lake
site use on our church webpage,
www.stjohnaugusta.org/lake-ministry.
Groups sometimes rent out the camping area, pavilion
or lodge, but you may still visit the property. You can
check the calendar on our website under the news tab
or linked at the top of every enewsletter. For member
camping or multi-day use, please reserve the dates by
contacting the church office and request a lodge key in
case of inclement weather. 706-724-9641 or
secretary @stjohnaugusta.org
COVID update: As we are a leased facility under the
Army Corps of Engineers, we must continue to follow
the federal mandates of mask-wearing and social
distancing indoors and outdoors at our lake property
when mixing with members from multiple households.
Follow lake updates and reminders by texting
@stjohnlake to 81010.

In Our Prayers
Rich Vesely, Sawyer Branham,
Louise Hensley, John Cook, our
staff, our new pastor Matt and
family, our military at home and
abroad, the global pandemic, and
the troubled corners of our world.

For more information, visit us online at www.StJohnAugusta.org

JUNE 6
Rev. Lindsey Solomon, St. John UMC
JUNE 13
Dennis Sodomka, Lutheran Church of the
Resurrection
JUNE 20
Rev. Jody Alderman, St. John UMC

For 56 years, we have offered
lakeside worship services to the
community at our Clarks Hill property.
Come enjoy the lake worship at 8:45 a.m.
and still make it back to the 11:00 a.m.
service at St. John!

JUNE 27
Rev. Beth Sanders
Mission Specialist, UMC South East District
JULY 4
Rev. Jeff Pullium , Retired MCC Minister
See our website for a complete list of speakers

Find us on Facebook at St John UMC at the Lake
Get reminders by texting @stjohnlake to 81010

St. John United Methodist Church
736 Greene St
Augusta, GA 30901

Join us! Sundays

8:45 a.m.

June 6 - August 29

